Name: ____________________________________________
Capacity Matrix for Spelling – Early Stage 1 – Stage 3

Syllabus Outcome 
WES1.1. WS1.11. WS2.11, WS3.11. 

Aim:
Demonstrate growing skills, knowledge and understanding in all elements of spelling.

	CAPACITY
	CAPACITY BREAKDOWN
	Information Heard of it?
	Knowledge

I can do this with help
	Know-How

I can do this on my own
	Wisdom

I can teach someone else
	PROOF

	Phonological Knowledge


	Rhyming words.
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Names letters of the alphabet.
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Recognises sounds of the alphabet.
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Says and writes letter for the first sound of a word.
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Segments words orally into syllables.
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Spells by listening to sounds and attempts to write words.
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Segments words orally into onset and rime.
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Says words that rhyme.
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Writes beginning and ending sounds to words.
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Blends sounds cv, vc and cvc.
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Builds word families
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Segments phonemes (e.g. sh-i-p).
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Exchanges one sound or letter in a written word with a different sound or letter to make a new word.
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Uses onset and rime to spell new word (e.g. hop mop).
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Blends sound vowel digraphs, double vowels and common digraphs.
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Blends words beginning and ending with double consonants and consonant diagraphs to work out unknown words.
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Draws on knowledge of letter sound relationships when trying to read unknown words.
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Alphabetical order knowledge to use dictionaries, encyclopaedias and glossaries.
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Phonograms can have more than on sound. (ough .. enough/through)
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Uses known letter patterns to spell unknown words.
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Spells words with less known digraphs and letter combinations.
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Group words according to the way in which they are spelt.
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Spells unknown words in syllables instead of separate sounds.
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Develops knowledge of less common letter patterns and spelling generalizations or rules and applies them to new situations. 
	
	
	
	
	


	CAPACITY
	CAPACITY BREAKDOWN
	Information Heard of it?
	Knowledge

I can do this with help
	Know-How

I can do this on my own
	Wisdom

I can teach someone else
	PROOF

	Visual Knowledge
	Recognises that words are made up of letters.
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Copies words.
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Recognises and writes some sight words.
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Spells some sight words accurately.
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Builds word families based on initial sounds.
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Uses analogy to spell new words.
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Recognises when a word is spelt incorrectly.
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Draws on knowledge of sight words and high frequency words when spelling. 
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Self corrects own writing.
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Spells high frequency words correctly.
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Automatically spells an increasing bank of words.
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Draws upon spelling rules.
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Self corrects using resources.
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Uses a range of self-correction strategies when proof reading.
	
	
	
	
	

	Morphemic Knowledge
	Uses s for plural form
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Building word families changing the suffix.
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Uses morphemes such as ed and ing to spell unknown words.
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Draws upon spelling rules.
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Uses meaning and context when spelling words. (e.g. there, their, they’re).
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Uses knowledge of base words to form new words.
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Groups words according to their families.
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Independently applies spelling rules.
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Uses a thesaurus.
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Uses knowledge of word parts (e.g. prefix, suffix, compound word)
	
	
	
	
	

	Etymological Knowledge
	Discusses origins of familiar words (e.g. TV and television) 
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Builds word families (e.g. semicircle, semitrailer).
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Discusses and uses less familiar words and terms (tele – telephone; bi – bicycle).
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Uses knowledge of word origins (tri – triangle).
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Uses knowledge of base words to construct new words.
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Groups words according to word origins
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Uses knowledge of word meanings as a spelling strategy.
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Investigates origins of technical terms using dictionaries and other sources.
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Draws on knowledge of word origin, changes in word usage and meaning over time and word building strategies to work out new words.
	
	
	
	
	


Students spell most common words accurately, and use a variety of strategies to spell less common words.  They use a fluent and legible style to write and employ computer technology to present written texts effectively in a variety of ways for different purposes and audiences.   Foundation Statements Years 5 and 6.
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