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Use the following to check what you can do when writing a discussion essay. 

	Criteria to be checked

Tick one of the columns for each criteria
	I know about this
	I can do this with help
	I can do this on my own
	I can show someone else how to do this

	Planning 

	
	
	
	

	· Brainstorm a list of ideas (for and against) and type them up in ‘word’.
	
	
	
	

	· View list in ‘outline’ and use the program to organise like ideas into groups
	
	
	
	

	· Select or write general statement to be topic sentence for each group of points
	
	
	
	

	· Arrange points for paragraph in logical order 
	
	
	
	

	· Arrange groups of ideas into a logical order 
	
	
	
	

	· Make a list of suitable conjunctions
	
	
	
	

	Writing the Essay 
-
Text Structure
	
	
	
	

	· Write introductory paragraph with a topic sentence stating the issue and a sentence giving a preview of the two-sided discussion
	
	
	
	

	· Write paragraphs containing one idea, each with a topic sentence
	
	
	
	

	· Link paragraphs  to previous paragraph, and link to the original theme in the introductory paragraph
	
	
	
	

	· Expand the topic sentence from a general point to sentences that are more specific and give detail
	
	
	
	

	· Write a transition paragraph showing that the discussion is moving to the other side of the argument
	
	
	
	

	· Write paragraphs with a topic sentence giving the other side of the issue (these linked to the previous paragraphs and the theme in the introduction)
	
	
	
	

	· Write a concluding paragraph that gives a brief summary of the issue and a prediction or recommendation
	
	
	
	

	
-  Language in the essay
	
	
	
	

	· use suitable conjunctions to make complex sentences eg. because, and, although, while  etc 
	
	
	
	

	· use the simple present tense in most sentences eg. extended families share ….
	
	
	
	

	· use material verbs eg. save, enjoy, promote, teach etc.
	
	
	
	

	· use modality eg. grandparents can teach…. older siblings could help … or younger children may feel. 
	
	
	
	

	· use general nouns like families, aunts, children, celebrations, jealousy, privacy, support etc.
	
	
	
	

	· use nominalisations  such as, loss of privacy, cultural celebrations, family satisfaction, children’s resilience etc  
	
	
	
	

	· create cohesion in the paragraph by using reference items – this, that, these, they and conjunctions – also.
	
	
	
	

	· use suitable conjunctions to link the paragraphs together eg, Firstly, in addition, on the other hand, conversely etc.
	
	
	
	

	· use mental verbs eg. think, disagree, which may be useful in conclusion.
	
	
	
	


end

